ANNUAL REPORT

Year Ending 2007

Women making a positive impact on the lives of women and children in Vanderburgh County

SUPPORT OUR GRANT FINALISTS

The Women'’s Fund of Vanderburgh
County encourages fund members and
other interested donors to learn more
about our grant finalist. All finalists

welcome donations of any amount.

BOOM SQUAD, INC.
Verdelski Miller, Director
720 S.E. Eighth St.

P.O. Box 3902

Evansville, IN 47737
director@BoomSquadinc.com

www.boomsquadinc.com

BOY'S & GIRL'S CLUB

Ron Ryan, Executive Director
716 W lllinois St.

P.O.Box 6311

Evansville, IN 47719
rryan@bgclubevv.org

www.bgclubevv.org

ECHO COMMUNITY HEALTH
Rosemary Knight, Executive Director
501 John St., Suite 12

Evansville, IN 47713
Rknightech@aol.com

www.echoche.org

HOLLY'S HOUSE

Holly Dunn, Executive Director
750 North Park Ave.
Evansville, IN 47710
holly@hollyshouse.org

www.hollyshouse.org

For information on The Women'’s Fund
contact Barbara Dicken, director of the
Vanderburgh Community Foundation,
(812) 422-1245 or e-mail
barb@vcfoundation.org.

LAUNCHING A LEGACY

In its inaugural year, the Women’s Fund of Vanderburgh County
surpasses expectations to create lasting community support

“Why not Evansville?”

These three words are what a group of
local women asked themselves after reading a
story in Evansville Living about Impact 100, an
organization of I00 women in Owensboro,
Ky., who joined forces for the betterment of
their community. Shortly thereafter, the idea
for the Women’s Fund of Vanderburgh
County was born.

The premise is simple: Amazing things
happen when women get together to study
problems, analyze solutions, and invest in
their community. In its inaugural year,
members of the Women’s Fund overshot their
initial goal of $100,000 by raising $115,000
from 180 women who signed on to be charter
members. About half of it went to establish a
permanent endowment, while the other half
was awarded to the Boys & Girls Club of
Evansville to help the organization expand the
number of children it serves as it moves into
its new headquarters in the inner city. In
addition, three other worthy community-
based organizations that serve women and
children were awarded grants of $1,000 each.

The formation of The Women’s Fund
began as many efforts do that are spearheaded
by women: Through a series of conversations
among friends. A core group of women
hosted small parties in their homes, inviting
women they knew who might be interested to
come hear more about the effort. Initially,

they thought they might model themselves

after similar women’s funds with limited

membership and mandatory minimum con-

tributions. But that didn’t quite seem right
for Evansville, so the group took special care
to ensure this organization would be unique:
opening up membership not only to individ-
uals, but to any group of women who would
pledge $1,000 to the fund.

Jan Davies, CEO of Girl Scouts of
Raintree Council and co-chair of The
Women’s Fund along with Kristen Tucker,
attributes this forward-thinking view to the
fund members, whom she describes as “very
intelligent people with a purpose.” Indeed,
members of The Women’s Fund quickly
united behind the common cause of helping
women and children in need.

“These women recognized that for women
and children to prosper, sometimes they just
need a little extra help. We shared what the
opportunity here was, and they wanted to be
part of that,” says Davies.

The advisory board designed an applica-
tion and selection process that involved
Women'’s Fund members at every step in the
process. Marjorie Soyugenc, Welborn Baptist
Foundation executive director, agreed to chair
the first grants committee. After reviewing
applications on paper, a team of women made
site visits to the organizations selected as
finalists before narrowing the field to the
final four: The Boys & Girls Club; the Boom

Squad, Inc., a drum-line performance group

continued on next page



LAUNCHING A LEGACY (CONT.)

that reaches out to at-risk children and teens; ECHO Community
Health Center, an inner-city medical clinic; and Holly’s House, an
advocacy center for women and children who are victims of violence.

The Fund investments are managed by the Vanderburgh
Community Foundation.

Excitement was evident at the Nov. 15th, 2007, annual meeting,
when the final four candidates for the grant made passionate presen-
tations to the fund’s members, who cast their ballots for the winner.

While the Boys & Girls Club was awarded the top grant, the three

Fifteen members of the Women’s Fund enthusiastically agreed to serve
on the fund’s first Grants Committee. A few, like Marjorie Soyugenc
who chaired the committee, were veteran grant makers; others had
never experienced the grant-making process and were eager to learn
and participate. The Fund received 23 letters of intent. After a thor-
ough review, those letters were narrowed to eight organizations invited
to submit the complete
grant application.

Grants Committee
members then conducted
comprehensive site visits
and interviews of the
eight organizations, rep-
resenting the spectrum of
the need in Vanderburgh
County. Finally, the

women made personal

presentations to the full
Grants Committee on
their findings and experiences with the applicants. While the process

during that final meeting was all decorum, the enthusiasm for the

other organizations benefited as well: Beyond the $1,000 grant each
was awarded, many fund members wrote them individual checks, and
volunteered to support their efforts in other ways as well.

Fund members left the meeting feeling inspired. Says Davies:
“I'm looking forward to 100 years from now when someone opens up a
history book in the Willard Library and says, "Wow, look what these
women did! It started out so small, but just look how big it is now.’

»

- by Maureen Hayden and Katie Sims

grant applicants was over-

whelming and contagious.

Through a preferential ranking

system, the eight final organi-
zations were narrowed to four,
who would be invited to
present their request at the
Annual Meeting.

A press conference was held
in early November to announce
the four finalists. Following the
press conference, members of
the Fund met with the finalists
over lunch to discuss the annual
meeting and what the organiza-
tions could expect.

Two weeks later, the first
grant of the Women’s Fund of
Vanderburgh County was made.

2007 GRANTS COMMITTEE

Nancy Drake

Rita Eykamp
Deborah Goldman
Shelli Hancock
Kristen Haynie
Vicki Hubiak
Susan Huck
Charlotte Kohlman
Laurel Mills

Robyn Musgrave
Lu Porter

Sharon Ruder
Gwen Sandefur
Marjorie Soyugenc, Chair
Teresa Stanley

The Women’s Fund of Vanderburgh County Cub/Cadet Game Room of the new Boys & Girls Club!

The Cub/quet Game Room at the Boys & Girls Club is one of the
most vibrant, active and inspiring rooms in the facility. On any given
day, you can find as many as 50 to 100 children age 6 to 9, playing,
learning, sharing, socializing — truly being kids. The Cubs and Cadets
take great pride in having their own space, and they demonstrate their
pride by keeping the room tidy and organized. Activities include
playing board games, billiards, foosball, and a wide variety of other
activities. A high priority is placed on academic success, so the
members are offered assistance with their homework the moment they
arrive. This is a critical age for healthy development, and the evidence

of the Club's success can be found in the smiles on the faces of the

Cubs and Cadets.

It is a tremendous honor to have been selected

as the first recipient of the Women's Fund Grant.

Receiving an award like this is humbling and invigor-

ating — knowing there are so many community-minded

individuals who support the Boys & Girls Club.

- Jamie Morris, Resource Development Director



2007 Women’s Fund of Vanderburgh County Membership

Becki Alcorn *
Georgia Anderson
Mary Anderson *
Anne Asbury
Beverly Attinger *
Cindy Basinski
Jean Beckman *
Cindi Beeler
Cindy Benkert
Cindy Bernardin
Marjorie Blalock
Leslie Blenner *
Betty Boetticher *
Tonya Borders *
Vicki Brasel
Kathryn Briscoe
Jeanie Brubeck
Phyllis Bussing

*

Marie Bussing-Burks
Sue Buthod *
Susan Canfield *
Amy Canterbury *
Helen Christian
Beth Clark *
Susan Colman *
Allison Comstock
Ann Cooper

Mary Dannettell
Jan Davies *
Alethea Davies Zabrowski *
Barbara Dicken
Karen Donahue *
Joyce Donaldson
Marjorie Donovan
Elizabeth Doty *
Nancy Drake

Gail Dunn

Holly Dunn Pendleton
Jan Eastham *
Sally Eissler *
Karen Ellerbrook
Darcy Ellison
Carrie Ellsperman
Catherine Engel
Ann Ennis *

Rita Eykamp

Julie Falls *

Cindy Fine
Isabella Fine
Marilee Fowler *
Mary Anne Fox
Neal Franklin

Deborah Gabe
Pamela Gallagher
Julie Gerhardt
Gayle Gerling Pettinga
Debi Goldman
Phyllis Grimm
Jingle Hagey
Shelli Hancock
Carol Havens
Kristen Haynie
Peggy Haynie *
Loretta Heidorn *

Roberta Heiman *

Susan Helfrich
Carolyn Helm
Pamela Hight
Tricia Hollander Henning
Vicki Hubiak

Susan Huck

Diana Hurt *

Diane Igleheart
Phyllis Igleheart
Lowry Igleheart-Keach
Lisa Imbler

Patricia Jackson *
Judi Jacobson *
Sally Jennings
Marilyn Johnson
Lisa Jones
Christine Keck *
Michelle Kerr *
Charlotte Kohlman
Jean Korb *

Marcia Kreyling
Jane Kuhn *

Lynn Kyle

Dee Dee Leitch
Karen LeMond
Peggy Lewis

Julie Lovins *

Lynn Lowe

Mary MacGregor
Karen Magan
Frances Maier
Carol Markle-Hull
Shannon Marshall *
Candace Martin *
Wendy McCormick *
Valerie McKinney
Margaret McMullan
Jan Meeks

Ruth Metzger *

Gayle Meyer

Ruth Milgate
Brenda Miller
Kate Miller *

Sara Miller *
Lynn Miller-Pease
Laurel Mills

Karen Morris *

*

Stephanie Morris *
Barbara Murphy *
Robyn Musgrave
Suzanne Nicholson
Dotty Nurrenbern *
Jeanne Nussmeier *
Mary Ruth Oakley
Ruth Orr *

Jackie Overstreet
Carol Owen
Mary-Beth Owen
Karen Peter

Nell Peyronnin
Karen Porch

Lu Porter *
Marilyn Ratliff
Christine Riley
Bonnie Rinks *
Sharon Ruder
Judy Rueger
Jacqueline Russell *
Kathy Russell *
Mary Rutherford *
Marilyn Sadler *
Gwen Sandefur
Jill Ann Sater

Susie Schach

Kathy Schoettlin *
Sue Schriber *
Diane Schroeder
Janet Schultheis *
Sue Seiler

Lezlie Simmons *
Kathy Simpson *
Marylu Sonntag *
Marj Soyugenc
Helen Sponseller *
Christine St. John
Teresa Stanley
Cheryl Steinbacher *
Carolyn Stilwell *
Barbara Studwell *
Sue Summers *

Patricia Swanson *

Bonnie Swetman *
Debra Talley

Helen Templeton *
Patty Tharp
Kathryn Thompson *
Nancy Traylor
Kristen Tucker
Lisa Tuggle *

Nelle Tuggle *
Emily Van Winkle *
Melody Vezzoso
Melissa Wagner *
Ruth Wahoski *
Charlotte Warren
Theresa Webster Davies *
Crunchy Wells
Linda White

Dana Whitehead
Jamie Wicks *

Julie Williams *
Mary Lu Windberg
Karleen Wink
Tracy Zeller

OTHER DONORS

Karen Bryan

Jessica Campbell
Barbara Ettinger
Marcia Minton
Cynthia Montgomery
Jane Owen

Kate Robinson

CORPORATE DONORS

Bussing-Koch
Foundation, Inc.
Charlotte B. Bauer Trust
Donaldson Capital
Management, Inc.
Dunn Hospitality Group
HR Solutions, Inc.
Marketing & Media Services
Thomas A. and Sharon K.
Ruder Foundation, Inc
St. Mary’s Advanced Care
Hospital
Summit Enterprises, Inc.
T.R.U. Event Rental
Tucker Publishing Group
West Side Chiropractic

Center

* indicates group membership



2008 WOMEN'’S FUND
ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS

Jan Davies, Co-chairwoman
Barbara Dicken

Karen Ellerbrook

Cindy Fine

Jingle Hagey, Vice-chair
Tricia Hollander-Henning
Lisa Jones, Secretary

Lynn Miller-Pease
Margaret McMullan

Lu Porter

Gwen Sandefur

Patty Tharp

Kristen Tucker, Cochairwoman

Special thanks to Allison
Comstock who served on the
Founding Advisory Board and to
St. Mary’s for Women, 2008
sponsor of the Women’s Fund
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It's Your Time. . % %M/ S,

A woman positively influences the lives of so many.

Because of all that you give to others, we've created for you
the most complete source for women's healthcare in
the tri-state—services empowering you to live life to the fullest.

S8 ST MARY'S
|| ) Jor Nomeer
Entirely For You

It's Your Cfaecm/ YYuce,

Breast Health
Skin Care
Screenings
Therapy for Women by Women
Women's Resource Center

812-485-4YOU

MSt. Mary’s Drive
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